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Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Dec. 10 

Undoubtedly, we see our bid to Euro-
pean Union membership as the most im-
portant modernization project of our coun-
try since the establishment of the Republic. 
And this will serve as a great jump-start 
for democracy, enhancement of democracy. 

This week is a very important one for 
us. This is actually a turning point in our 
history. It’s also very meaningful that this 
turning point merged with our—coincided 
with our new established Government and 
our election victory. We’re aware of your 
support on this matter, and we are very 
appreciative of this. But it shouldn’t end 
here. We expect that to continue, of course, 
now—[laughter]. 

President Bush. Well, thank you all. 
Q. Sir, can we ask—— 
President Bush. Not today. But you know 

something? I appreciate the effort. [Laugh-
ter] 

Q. O for two today—— 

President Bush. Well, you know some-
thing, it’s good for you—brings discipline. 
Right, Randy [Randall Mikkelsen, Reuters]? 
If I answer questions every time you ask 
one, expectations would be high. And as 
you know, I like to keep expectations low. 
[Laughter] 

Turkey’s Bid To Enter the European Union 
Q. ——expect some phone call for Euro-

pean Union? 
President Bush. I made a lot of phone 

calls already. My administration is working 
hard on Turkey’s behalf. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:15 p.m. in 
the Roosevelt Room at the White House. 
Chairman Erdogan’s Adalet ve Kalkinma 
Party (Justice and Development Party) won 
a majority of the Turkish Parliament in the 
elections of November 3. A portion of these 
remarks could not be verified because the 
tape was incomplete. 

Joint Statement by the United States of America, the Republic of Kenya, 
and Ethiopia 
December 10, 2002 

At the invitation of President George W. 
Bush, President Daniel T. arap Moi of 
Kenya and Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
of Ethiopia met at the White House on 
Thursday, December 5, 2002. 

The leaders reaffirmed their strong com-
mitment in the global war on terrorism. 
They recognized the significant and unique 
challenges of fighting terrorism, which con-
tinues to pose a serious threat to the region 
and the world. To this end, the three lead-
ers reaffirmed their commitment to work 
together and, with the international com-
munity, to eliminate terror networks and 
actively oppose those governments and or-
ganizations that support, harbor, or tolerate 
terrorist activities. 

The leaders renewed their determination 
for lasting peace and security in the region 
and recognized that freedom and democ-
racy comprise the foundation of these ob-
jectives. President Bush expressed his ap-
preciation for the efforts of Kenya and 
Ethiopia in the peace process in Sudan and 
the reconciliation process in Somalia. He 
also indicated his confidence in a smooth 
election and transition process in Kenya, 
and the prompt and continuous progress 
in the Ethiopia-Eritrea peace process as 
prescribed * in the peace agreement. 

The leaders called attention to the food 
crisis in the Horn of Africa, particularly 

* White House correction. 
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in Ethiopia, where food shortages are af-
fecting six million people and may eventu-
ally expose 14 million people to starvation. 
The United States will continue to provide 
food aid and other humanitarian assistance 
to alleviate the effects of the crisis and 
calls upon other donor nations to provide 
substantial emergency assistance. The lead-
ers also agreed to take steps to prevent 
the recurrence of food emergencies in the 
region. 

The leaders welcomed African develop-
ment initiatives, such as the New Partner-
ship for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), 
and called upon African countries to take 
advantage of opportunities provided by the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act. They 
recognized that long-term economic pros-
perity will require strong leadership at 
home to promote economic freedom, cou-

pled with support from both local and 
international communities. 

The leaders expressed concern over the 
devastating effects of the HIV/AIDS pan-
demic and other infectious diseases in Afri-
ca and their impact on social, economic, 
and security sectors. Kenya and Ethiopia 
lauded the Bush Administration for its lead-
ership in the global fight against these dis-
eases and for being the largest, single con-
tributor to the Global Fund to Fight HIV/ 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria. They re-
solved to give high priority to the campaign 
to eradicate these diseases, and the United 
States reaffirmed its support. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Joint Statement by President George W. Bush and President Emomali 
Rahmonov on the Relationship Between the United States of America and 
the Republic of Tajikistan 
December 10, 2002 

We declare our commitment to continue 
the development of our long-term strategic 
partnership and cooperation between our 
nations, based on our common goal of pro-
moting peace, security, economic develop-
ment, and democracy in the Republic of 
Tajikistan and in Central Asia. 

We note the deepening relationship be-
tween our two countries, demonstrated by 
the appointment of the first Tajik 
Ambassador in Washington and the begin-
ning of construction for a new U.S. Em-
bassy in Dushanbe. This growing relation-
ship is based on our common goals of secu-
rity, prosperity, and liberty for the citizens 
of our nations. We will continue to work 
together to advance these goals through co-
operation on economic and political reform 
and poverty reduction in Tajikistan, with 
the aim of more fully integrating the Re-

public of Tajikistan into the global economy 
and raising the standard of living and re-
spect for human rights. Further, we will 
maintain our security relationship, working 
together to combat threats to peace world-
wide while further developing Tajikistan’s 
independent ability to address these threats. 

We are cognizant of the threats that 
international terrorism, the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, and narcotics 
trafficking pose to Tajikistan, to Central 
Asia and to the entire world, and will work 
together and with others to address these 
threats while respecting human rights. Fur-
ther, we pledge to continue the war against 
terror to a successful conclusion, both in 
Afghanistan and worldwide. We recognize 
the threat that the Taliban and al-Qa’ida 
posed to regional security and the key role 
Tajikistan plays in the global coalition 
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